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March, 18, 2009
11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

  Speaker: To Be Announced

Lunch meeting sponsored by AAHU

Location: Petroleum Club in the Oil Center at 111 Heymann Blvd, Lafayette, 337-232-2582

Please RSVP

Cost: $15.00 per person (cash or check please)
CE Course 12:30 – 1:30 p.m.

CE Applied for: State Insurance Update

Presented by: Troy Hebert, State Senator, District 22 Chairman of Insurance Committee

CE Cost: Free for members, $15 for non members (cash or check please)
RSVP by simply replying to the email by which you received your meeting announcement. You may also RSVP to Paulette Hebert by phone at 337-781-2242 or email paulettenhebert@yahoo.com. PLEASE RSVP by 4:30 Monday, March 16th, as we need to account for seating and meal preparation. The association must pay for meals reported when we book too many, and we have seating issues when we report too few. Thank for your support and cooperation.

President’s Message, Paulette Hebert
Please remember that sold Louisiana Open raffle tickets and money are due to be turned in at the meeting. You can also bring them to Paulette Hebert at the Physicians Mutual office, or you can call Lyle Leleux to go pick them up from you, 337-334-9744.
Membership, Keith Duhon
Lately I’ve had the feeling that someone has pulled the stopper and our industry along with our economy is going down the drain.  It is important that now more than ever all of us as agents pull together and get on the same page.  Everyone of us needs to start paying attention and spreading the word that if we don’t do something, “CHANGE” is going to come and it will give neither our Clients or us anything resembling “HOPE”.

I am sure by now you are thinking to yourself, “What does this have to do with membership?”  My answer to you is, “Everything.”  Our grassroots effort, which was led by NAHU, helped defeat Hilary-Care during the Clinton Administration.  We need new members to help us today to spread the word about the advantages of having and improving our Private Pay Health Care System and the nightmare of having a Government-Run Health Care System.  We need new members to help us respond to Operation Shout and Code Blue so that both our Federal and State Senators and Legislators are overwhelmed with correspondence that outlines our position on legislation that concerns us.

Just yesterday another agent said to me that maybe a Government-run system might not be so bad, because we really have to do something about the out of control cost for medical care.  My response to that is, “Do we really want a system that all your choices are taken away from you?”  Ask Beth Ashmore what she thinks about it.  Click here and she will tell you www.nahu.org/media/singlepayervideo.cfm .  Beth is a past president of NAHU.  Some may say that she has a vested interest, but how would you feel if that had been your mother?  Just because her mother was over 55 years old she was denied treatment.  Is this the universal coverage that our President is pushing for?  Beth Ashmore’s experience is an example of Britain’s Single Payer System.  Our retention chair, Dick Menard, sent me the following on Canada’s Single Payer System……..

www.onenewsnow.com/Blog/Default.aspx?id=422376 .  Humor is especially funny when truth wins out.  We need new members to help us educate the public about the truth of a Single Payer System.

We need new members to help spread the word about NAHU’s Healthy Access Plan for affordable and responsible health care reform.  This is the plan that Denny Ebersole told us about on May 21, 2008.   If you need to refresh yourself on the plan click here www.nahu.org/legislative/healthyaccess/index.cfm .  

If you come across someone who is a potential member, show him or her the following marketing video that NAHU made www.nahu.org/about/marketing.cfm .  If he wants to join have him or her fill out an application www.nahu.org/members/2009WebsiteApp.pdf .   

I know that “YES WE CAN” if we all work together we can implement a “CHANGE” that will be positive and we can make “HOPE ALIVE” again     
Lobbyist Report, Ronell Nolen
Louisiana Association of Health Underwriters

Lobbyist Report – February ‘09

Cap Conference Attendees:
Louisiana:  Ronnell Nolan, Ron Nezat 

Baton Rouge: Trish Freeman, Denise Bell, Sandy Davis, Bill Chapman, Will Chapman 

Lafayette:  Paulette Hebert 

New Orleans:  Jennifer Toups, Michael Hollis, Mary Klein, Jay McGuire 

Shreveport:  Mara Alexander, Brad Bockhaus, Jim Frantz
I am working on our appointments and will give you our agenda as soon as everything is finalized.
LaChip Meeting with Hexter Bennett:
Last week, I met with Hexter Bennett of LaChip to discuss the possibility of agents enrolling and receiving commissions for LaChip.  He was very interested and stated that internally they have already begun this discussion and looking to California to their model the program, as CA currently has a program to pay agents to sell the Chip Program. He stated this would not have to go through the legislative process and could be done internally.  He and I plan to get together very soon to check the status.  He is also coming up with some CE Classes for us with regard to LaChip.  This was a very positive and very exciting meeting.

While Louisiana I is recognized as a National leader in LaChip enrollment, however, LaChip is looking for different ways to touch children and recognize we are the perfect conduits to reach more children.

Representative Regina Ashford Barrow:
Last week I met Representative Barrow for lunch.  I delivered the “Your Health Matters” and a PAC check.  We had a very good discussion and she is interested in hearing our opinions and helping us going forward in 2009.  I spoke to her about possibly authoring the legislation making individual health insurance guaranteed issue and she was interested in hearing more.  

Senator Vitter:
Email Received from Planned Parenthood:  Anti-choice Sen. David Vitter has introduced an amendment to the Appropriations bill currently being debated in the Senate that would strip federal Title X family planning funding from Planned Parenthood.   Sen. Vitter's amendment is just the latest in a long string of attacks against Planned Parenthood — and potentially the most devastating. By attempting to deny Title X family planning funding to our health centers, he and his anti-choice allies are making themselves absolutely clear: their goal is to shut down every Planned Parenthood health center in America.  This is the worst possible time for these outrageous attacks. More and more people are losing their jobs and their health insurance — and that means that safety-net providers like Planned Parenthood affiliate health centers are more important than ever. It's unconscionable to try to strip our funding at time when so many people are relying on us — but that's exactly what Sen. Vitter and his allies are trying to do.

Porn star contemplates run in Louisiana U.S. Senate race – Channel 9 WAFB:
U.S. Senator David Vitter could face some unique competition in the next election. There's a new website on the internet trying to lure porn star and Baton Rouge native Stormy Daniels into the race. Senator Vitter gained infamy when his name showed up in the little black book belonging to the so-called "D.C. Madam." The "Draft Stormy" campaign was started by a New Orleans man who says this is a serious effort, and Stormy agrees. "Originally, the focus wasn't even about making me as a candidate," she said. "I think it was about bringing attention to the Senate race in general. Then, the response was overwhelmingly positive and I think everyone is just running with it."

A spokesman for the state GOP says "voters here are concerned with real issues that affect their everyday lives, and not with political or publicity stunts." Stormy Daniels says politics can't be any dirtier of a job than the one she's already in.  She has decided not to run as the Senate does not pay as much as being a porn star!

Tony Perkins being encouraged to run against Senator Vitter:  Tony Perkins, the head of the Family Research Council in Washington, D.C.  Perkins, a former state legislator from Baker, told Politico that people in Louisiana are encouraging him to run against Vitter in the Republican primary. 

Balance Billing Legislation:
Megan Mamarella was schedule to speak at an event in DC with regard to Balance Billing, time ran over and she didn’t get to speak.  But, she did have some very good information to share with me.  After the meeting, she spoke to Commission Donelon who stated how helpful I had been with this issue.  He also mentioned “the agents” in his testimony!  (We are making progress!)  She also set next to Dickie Patterson (former deputy commissioner of insurance), he asked that Megan pass his information along to me so that I could attend a meeting he is hosting regarding Balance Billing.  Finally, Megan spoke with Representative Chuck Kleckly (Chair of House Insurance), she stated, he is very nice and knowledgeable on all our issues. I gave an SCHIP report and he wanted to follow up with a few questions, so I talked to him at length today. He also praised your work and said what a great job you do representing LAHU.  He was interested in the SCHIP premium assistance programs and giving agents an incentive to help enroll kids in LA-CHIP.  (As you have read in this report, we are one step ahead as LAHU and LaChip are already in the discussion phase). 

 

US Congressman Charles Boustany, Jr., MD:

Per Representative Boustany’s email, March 3, 2009:  This week, Congress will begin debate on the President's $3.6 trillion budget for next year.  I want to work with the President to solve the problems we face as a nation, but a dramatic increase in federal spending is an old trick that simply doesn't work.  As Americans tighten their belts, government needs to do the same.
Governor Bobby Jindal:

National Republican Response to State of the Union Speech:  Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal issued the following statement on Wednesday related to his delivering the GOP response to Barack Obama's State of the Union Speech to Congress, on February 24.  Jindal will give the national Republican response from Baton Rouge.   The following is Louisiana Governor Bobby Jindal’s statement related to his upcoming State of the Union response:  "I'm looking forward to hearing President Obama's address and I'm honored to be delivering the Republican response after him. Here in Louisiana, we have first-hand experience with reforming government and cutting taxes to stimulate our economy in uncertain times. This is a terrific opportunity to talk about our great state to the nation."  - Governor Bobby Jindal   

Two Cents: Speech not Jindal's finest hour – BR Business Report:  Anyone who thought Gov. Bobby Jindal hit a home run with his primetime speech to the nation last night is either 1) an unwavering supporter of the governor, 2) someone (like Sean Hannity) who believes Republicans can do no wrong, or 3) in a coma. Let's be honest: It was not Jindal's finest hour. The text of his speech was at times compelling, which explains why the pro-Republican huzzahs started rolling in hours before Jindal put the nation to sleep, but the delivery was so distracting it was hard to understand what he was saying unless you could follow along with the script. Even worse, audio problems on Fox News made it sound as if Jindal was in an echo chamber (CNN's feed did not have this problem). I never thought I'd give Sarah Palin the edge over Jindal on anything of substance, but the ability to give a speech is clearly one of those areas.

What I'd like to know is who decided last night was the night to get Jindal to slow his speech pattern? Somebody needs to lose a job over that one. Slowing him down before Louisiana-only crowds might make sense, but why do it when he's talking to a nation that generally speaks faster than those in the Deep South? I have no idea what Jindal's bomb means for his national political aspirations; many others have overcome far worse. And I will say the governor was much better this morning during an appearance on the Today show. In a political world where style is often more important than substance, there's little question last night's performance knocked some of the luster off the Republican party's Boy Wonder.—JR Ball               

Jindal racks up more national appearances: - BR Business Report:  Gov. Bobby Jindal, fresh off appearances this week on Meet the Press and The Today Show, will be profiled Sunday on 60 Minutes. According to the Chicago Tribune's Swampland political blog, the interview, conducted by Morley Safer, will stress the fact that Jindal could be a national political figure for decades. Former House Speaker Newt Gingrich notes that in 34 years, Jindal will be the same age as U.S. Sen. John McCain.
Governor Bobby Jindal appeared on 60 minutes – March 1, 2009 – Let me know if you want me to forward a copy of the video. 

Mayors rip Jindal speech, aide clarifies statement – BR Business Report:  The fallout from Gov. Bobby Jindal's poorly-received speech Tuesday night continues to rain down. The U.S. Conference of Mayors, which represents cities with 30,000 or more residents, sent Jindal a letter, taking issue with his comments about the economic impact of arts to the economy and his criticism of $50 million in funding for the National Endowment for the Arts that was included in the huge stimulus plan recently passed by Congress. "While we certainly respect your right to oppose the act, this funding, which represents 0.00635% of the total funding provided in the act, has, we believe, become a convenient political scapegoat," says the letter, signed by Miami Mayor Manuel Diaz, president of the conference, Mayor Mufi Hannemann of Honolulu, who heads the conference's tourism and arts committee, and Tom Cochran, CEO of the organization. The letter notes that more than 27,000 Louisiana residents work in arts-related businesses. It pointedly concludes with a note that Jindal and his family are currently visiting the internationally known cultural and tourist attraction that is Disney World.

Jindal becomes first Governonr to refuse Obama’s payout to States – Baton Rouge Post:  Louisiana Governor Bobby Jindal has announced that he will decline stimulus money specifically targeted at expanding state unemployment insurance coverage, becoming the first state executive to officially refuse any part of the federal government payout to states.  

Senator challenging Jindal's authority to turn down part of stimulus – BR Business Report:  U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer, D-NY, is questioning Gov. Bobby Jindal's legal right to not accept $98 million in federal funds without rejecting all of the $3.8 billion Louisiana is slated to get under the recently passed stimulus package. Schumer has sent a letter to Peter Orszag, director of the Office of Management and Budget, asking the Obama administration to implement guidance clarifying that no governor shall arbitrarily accept a select part of the package. "To allow such picking and choosing would, in effect, empower the governors with a line-item veto authority that President Obama himself did not possess at the time he signed the legislation," wrote Schumer in a letter he made public.

NFIB Cheers Jindal refusing Stimulus Money – BR Business Report:  Renee Baker, the Louisiana director of the National Federation of Independent Business, says Jindal is doing the right thing and is protecting small businesses. “This is a one-time shot in the arm that would cost Louisiana money in the long run,” says Baker. “Once the money runs out, in about two years, Louisiana would have to raise payroll taxes in order to fund the expanded benefits. That would make it even harder for small businesses in particular to afford the employees they have.”

US Representative Bill Cassidy:

Radio ads target Cassidy on stimulus vote – BR Business Report:  Radio ads airing today urge U.S. Rep. Bill Cassidy to take advantage of a “second chance to do the right thing” and vote for the stimulus bill working its way through Congress. Cassidy is one of 21 representatives and senators being targeted by the ads, including U.S. Rep. John Fleming, R-Minden. Americans United for Change, a liberal advocacy group, and the American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees, a national union of public employees and health care workers, paid for the ads. Cassidy has already been accused of voting “against economic recovery” in radio ads by the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee. Cassidy says he voted against the stimulus bill the first time because it contained spending unrelated to actually stimulating the economy. Reports out of Washington D.C. say the White House and negotiators for Congress have agreed to a tentative $789 billion price tag. Cuts the Senate made to the House version, mostly in education, appear to be staying in, while tax breaks for car and home buyers might be coming out. – David Jacobs

US Representative Joseph Cao:
U.S. Rep. Joseph Cao of New Orleans could end up being one of the few Republicans in the House—or only Republican in the House—to vote in favor of the bill.—David Jacobs, Baton Rouge Business Report
Louisiana Business of Health:  
LBGH wants LAHU to be involved in their 10 point plan and any other piece of legislation they support, as they realize the importance and role of the Agent.  I have been asked to serve on their Public Relations and Marketing Board.  
BRAHU White Paper on Health: 

Bill Chapman, Perrin Watkins and Jeff Joffrion are meeting and working on a brochure that would outline the role of an agent, and our ideas for solving the health care crisis.  During our last meeting, we discussed Individual Health Insurance being guaranteed issue.  We are in the process of gathering information on why or why not Guaranteed Issue.  NAHU has provided us with their White Paper to review. 
Session 2009:

Session 2009 is a fiscal session and begins April 27, 2009 and ends June 25, 2009.  Thirty (30) House bills have been filed.  
Legislative Council 2009:

The LAHU Legislative Council consists of the LAHU Lobbyist, State Legislative Chair, Dan Wagner, Ron Nezat, George Williams, Bert Melancon, Bill Chapman, Robin Frick, Lyle Leleux.  

The committee has been asked to review and discuss bills via email.  We will plan to meet mid April before session starts.
Upcoming in March:

March 5:
BRAHU White Paper Committee Meeting

March 9:
Louisiana Business Group on Health – Public Relations and Marketing Board Meeting

March 10:
Agent Advisory Board Meeting

March 11:
Producer Licensing Legislation Meeting

March 11:
HAPAC Board Meeting

March 17:
Louisiana Business Group on Health/Louisiana Health Care Alliance Regional Meeting

TBR:

Office of Health Legislative Package Meeting - DOI
I ask that you share this information with your members, so that they know their money going toward the legislative war chest is actually doing some good and getting involved in the issues.  Please let everyone know I am available 24-7, by email, text or telephone.  
B. Ronnell Nolan, HIA

LAHU Lobbyist Report – 3/4/09
Sponsor’s Message, Christine McKegney, The Bancorp Bank

The 2008 Tax Year Doesn't End until April 15, 2009
It's not over yet! You may still opt to allocate any contribution that you make to your HSA between now and April 15th, 2009 to your 2008 limit.

As long as you obtained your High Deductible Health Plan (HDHP) on or before December 1, 2008, you have until April 15, 2009 to open an HSA and make a deposit for 2008. For 2008, your maximum allowable annual contribution is: 

· Single Plan: $2,900 

· Family Plan: $5,800 

· If you are over age 55, and eligible, the IRS allows you to give your account an additional boost before you retire by contributing $900 above the maximum for 2008. 

Clearly Designate Your Contribution Year
To avoid miscommunication, any contribution made between now and April 15, 2009 must be accompanied by instructions from you for its assignment to 2008 or 2009. If you are writing a check, please write "2008 contribution" or "2009 contribution" on your check. If you are making your contribution electronically, please call and advise us regarding the allocation year you select.

Treasurer’s Message, Juanita Fox

All current and past AAHU financial reports are available to the membership for review.  Inquiries should be emailed to Juanita.fox@bcbsla.com.

AAHU Calendar

General membership Meetings    (3rd Wednesday of every odd month)

May 20, 2009

July 15, 2009

Sept 16, 2009
Board Meetings    (2nd Wednesday of every even month)

April 8, 2008

June 10, 2009

Aug 12, 2009
Other Meetings & Events

2009 Cap Conference: March 30 – April 1, 2009, JW Marriott Hotel, Washington, DC

2009 LA DOI Annual Health Care Conference: Hilton, Baton Rouge Capital Center
2009 Annual Convention & Exhibition: June 28 – July 1, 2009, Marriott Marquis, New York, NY

2009 Regional Conference: August 8 – 9, 2009, Ritz-Carlton Hotel, New Orleans, LA
