ACADIANA ASSOCIATION OF HEALTH UNDERWRITERS
BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
April 8, 2009




Members Present:  
Keith Duhon, Paulette Hebert, Lyle Leleux, Juanita Fox , Sheela Trahan, Cindy Reid, and Ron Nezat.

President's Report: Paulette Hebert

NAHU is having a membership blitz today and she was the only person from La. sitting in on the Membership
teleconference.   Paulette emphasized our need for new members.  She also asked the board to begin
thinking about who to nominate for the three chapter awards which will be voted on at the June board meeting.
The awards are President’s award, Chairperson of the Year and Underwriter of the Year.  They will be
presented at the July general meeting.  She reported that there will be NO Region 6 conference this year,
mainly due to the economy and cost of putting on the conference.  All regional conferences have been
cancelled for this year.   Texas may have a one day “fly-in”, however.


Secretary  Report: Lyle handed out copies of minutes from last board meeting for review.  There were no
corrections.  Ron made a motion to accept the minutes, seconded by Paulette.  Motion passed.

Treasurer Report: Juanita handed out the financial report to the board.  The balance as of today is $8,943.35.
There was discussion on free lunch for new members.  It was decided that they can either get at the meeting
at which they sign up, or at the following meeting.   Paulette made a motion to accept the report, with Lyle
seconding.   Motion passed.  


COMMITTEE REPORTS

Fundraiser: Lyle reported that she has collected $930 so far for the La. Open raffle.  She will be callling
those who took books in order to collect the books and money before the deadline, which was extended
until April 21st.    She hopes to make at least $1500 profit on this project.

Awards: Sheela will check into the requirements of the Website Award and see if we meet criteria.	  Paulette
qualified for the Triple Crown Award this year.  The deadline for LPRT was extended and several members
have applied for that award.

Communication/Media: Tracie Pfeifer was absent.  Paulette reported that Tracie will continue to handle the newsletter next year, but we would need to appoint a new chair for this committee.

Education/CE: Sandra Gibbens was absent. Paulette said that Sandra will speak to Rep. Troy Hebert about
not showing for our last meeting.   Ronnell Nolan, LAHU lobbyist, will be the speaker at the next general membership meeting.

Public Service: Cindy spoke to Mia Patout with MDA and she will give us a list of things needed to be donated
at our next meeting.   She will ask Tracie to email the list to the membership.  Also, she reported that the
printer donated by Ron Nezat was delivered to Lafayette Community Health Care Clinic by she and Paulette.


Membership/Retention: Keith noted that we currently have 67 members.  Agents we are losing are those who
are going out of business.  He got a call from a manager with Wellcare and said he and several others in his
office may be interested in joining our association.  Paulette congratulated Keith on the website for the chapter.

Cindy mentioned that she is also reminding agents she comes in contact with to become members.

Sponsorship: Suzanne Daigle was absent.  Cindy will work on getting a new chair for her term.

Legislative/HUPAC: Ron discussed proposed legislation coming up in the state legislative session.
He detailed many of the bills having to do with healthcare legislation, including the Baby bill, Balance
Billing, Network Advocacy, Limited Benefit policy definition, Small Employer definition, and Genetic
testing. The DOI is pushing the Producer licensing and standardization bill, and he is working with them
on that and other legislation.  He also mentioned the “Day on the Hill” in Baton Rouge to be held on
May 13th.  There will be a breakfast meeting with legislators then the group will attend Insurance
committee meetings.  Also, he, David Perry and Lyle are on the Legislative Council, which will meet on 
April 22nd to review upcoming legislation on the state level.  
    Cap Conference Report: Ron sees radical health care reform in 2009.  Agents could be removed
from the picture, as well as carriers.  Could be “Medicare for all” or some type of public/private choice
may result. Both NAHU and AHIP are proposing guaranteed issue individual medical with a mandate
that all be insured.  Enforcement may be a problem.   LAHU is doing a grassroots campaigne with
letters , meetings with legislators and media blitz as part of that.  More info. will be coming on that
to the membership.   We all need to stay informed and be willing to act quickly.


OLD BUSINESS:   None.


NEW BUSINESS:

Paulette asked the board to decide who should attend the NAHU Convention in June from our chapter,
and what we should budget.   After discussion, Lyle made a motion to pay for 2 attendees at a cost of
up to $2500 each.  This would include $505 for registration, $1668 for hotel and $400 for flight.   Early
registration before May 7th is $505.  Sheela seconded the motion.  Motion passed.   After discussion on
who would attend, Cindy made a motion to send Paulette and herself, as Pres. And Pres.-elect, to the
convention. Lyle seconded the motion.   Motion passed.
 


ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Next General Membership Meeting: May 20, 2009 at The Petroleum Club.
Next Board Meeting: June 10, 2009 at Physician’s Mutual office.

Adjournment: 10:15 AM




